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Grace Presbyterian Church             November 15, 2020 

Psalm 39, John 15: 1-8 

"Reflecting on Nothing” 

Pastor Jonathan 

 

Way back in March of this year, on the 29th of March, I talked to you about 

nothing. We were just at the beginning of the pandemic then. I felt quite 

powerless, quite ignorant about what was going to happen to us. Our 

building was closed. We were all wondering what would happen to our 

health, our lives, our economy, and yes, our faith. We knew as we know now 

that a virus cannot outsmart Jesus. But we also know how frail many, even 

most of us are in the area of health. Was it an overreaction to close down all 

our buildings and shut down the economy the way we did, the way our 

government acted? It appears too early to decide such things. Many of us 

continue to feel like the widow who was about to lose her children to 

creditors after her husband died. In 2 Kings 4, she approached Elisha the 

prophet for help. He asked her what she had in her house.  She replied, 

“Your servant has nothing there at all,” “except a little oil.”  

 

Many of us during this last season have felt that even though we might have 

toilet paper and groceries in the house, and money in the bank, nevertheless, 

we have nothing at all. We couldn’t do the things we used to do, hug our 

family, travel, go to the store at any time, eat out any time…many things that 

shaped our lives and lifestyles in certain ways. And eight months later, we 

wonder when this season will end, or if, perhaps, it will ever end in the sense 

that we actually can go back to what we used to know. If you sense despair, 

or discouragement or simply coming to an end of your own resources to 

meet the challenges before you, may I suggest simply turning to God in 

prayer at this time. The widow knew how desperate her situation was. Do we 

know how desperate our situations are? 

 

Coming to God with a desperate spirit, deeply looking for what only God 

can provide is a good way to get to know God better. David often came with 

that desperate spirit to God. He knew what it was to be on the run for his 

life. For example, this was true when King Saul tried to kill him with his 

army. It’s like living with the knowledge of death squads out to make you 

disappear, with secret police and military elite trying to destroy you. These 

things might make good backdrops for movies, but David was just trying to 

pray about them. Psalm 39 catches him in a moment where he is being beat 

up, and hurt, and winds up asking God to not let that happen to him 
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anymore. Even more strongly stated than that, he prays that God would stop 

striking him, for he was exhausted by the blows from God’s hands. (Ps 

39:10 NLT) Now we know God wasn’t hitting him, but he was feeling that 

God was not on his side but against him, perhaps rightly so, due to his sins 

(v. 11) David, nevertheless, asks for the Lord’s favour, or at least to “leave 

him alone” because David is not sure whether he will survive. 

 

Each of us struggles with how to appropriately talk to God and others, when 

we are in moments of conflict, difficulty and double-binds, where if we do 

or say something, it may make things worse; or if we do nothing, it will 

make things worse. David journals in his worship song that he is trying to 

stay quiet during his suffering, whether it is interior to him or exterior. He is 

asking God for discipline to stay quiet when he knows he will say something 

that will not help the situation.  

 

He also asks God to help him remember how short his life is. Just as in 

Psalm 90:12, David asks God to help him to number his days, remembering 

how short life is. This is not to despair of how short life is, this is to be wise 

to handle every day as a gift from God. Next to God’s life, our lives are but 

“nothing.” There’s that word. Here it means that our lives are short, but that 

God can sort our priorities for us and with us. Don’t spend it just on making 

money, because you will lose whatever you gain at the end of your life. 

Rather put your hope anew in God. Verse 7 is perhaps the most positive of 

every verse in this worship song. “Rescue me from my rebellion,” David 

sings in verse 8, in the New Living translation. Save me from all my 

transgressions. We need God to save us from our natural tendency to rebel 

against Him. When we are suffering, when we are hurting, we need to give 

that pain to God. Say a pray like this: “You know what I’m going through, O 

God, don’t let it go on too long, please. You can do something, and if there 

is something you want me to do, give me the courage to do what You want 

me to do.” 

 

We want to have life that supports us and others throughout our lives. Jesus 

uses many illustrations, stories, if you will, to teach how God’s life might 

get into us. The Gospel of John starts with Light, Creation, and the Light 

comes into the world through Jesus. Light illuminates. It makes things plain 

and clear. We see the colours, the definition, and the beauty with the help of 

the light. John 1. John 2 has Jesus turning water into wine. John 3 has 

teaching about a second birth, a new life, a spiritual life starting in the midst 

of the first birth and first life. John chapter 4 has a teaching on living water, 
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while Jesus is at the well with the woman in Samaria. He heals a lame man 

in chapter 5, feeds 5,000 in chapter 6, Jesus calls Himself the Bread of Life. 

In chapter 8, he calls himself the Light of the World, and self-identifies as 

God, along with the Father and the Spirit throughout the book. In chapter 9 

he heals the blind man and in chapter 10 he is the gate to heaven, the Good 

Shepherd. In chapter 11, he raises Lazarus from the dead, showing he is the 

Resurrection and the Life. In chapter 12, he enters Jerusalem triumphantly, 

as the Messiah and King. In chapter 13, he shows himself a lowly servant in 

washing feet, and institutes Holy Communion, noting that key followers will 

deny him. In chapter 14, he reveals himself as the Way, the Truth and the 

Life, the only way to God and promises the Holy Spirit’s continuing 

ministry to all believers after he dies. Over and over again, Jesus uses 

illustration to say He is Life, and the Giver of Life. That brings us to chapter 

15, where he talks about grapes and vineyards. 

 

Before we talk about how to grow grapes, we need to hear Jesus present 

Himself as: the Light, the Creator, the Life Giver, the Thirst Quencher, the 

Sustenance Provider, God, Resurrection Giver, Good Shepherd, true Pastor, 

devoted Servant, Messiah, King, the Way to heaven, the Truth in the midst 

of many lies, the Holy Spirit Giver, the Source of our Life and 

Transformation, the Fruit Producer, and the Sweet Helper of All who are His 

followers. His life flows through us to others, who in turn spread His life, 

truth and Gospel to the whole earth. Now we go back to the vineyard. 

 

How many people have had a chance to grow grapes? Hands? There were 

many vineyards in Jesus’ day. Wine, with a much diminished alcohol 

content, was a staple for Jesus’ day, a symbol of the good life, a symbol of 

joy. Grapes too could be enjoyed for their nutrition and sweetness. Grapes 

have been a great joy throughout human civilization. This is not to diminish 

the threat of alcoholism to human beings, but simply to state that which 

Jesus’ listeners knew. 

 

If you haven’t gone into the garden lately, come with me, stand in the warm 

soil. Feel the dirt between your toes. Look up and see the vines. Today they 

would be all in a row on a steel cable. In Jesus’ day, there were walls erected 

and a tower built to make sure predators would not get into the vineyard. 

The mature vines, something like a stalk or trunk of a tree could produce 

huge amounts of grapes, each one. The vine was what came out of the 

ground and held the branches. The branches produce the leaves and the fruit. 

And Jesus makes it easy for us to understand the parable, the story, because 
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He self identifies as the vine. God the Father is the gardener. And you and I 

who believe in Jesus are the branches. The Father is providing the soil care, 

the watering, the fertilizing (making sure all the garbage and poop in our 

lives is being used for good), the weeding and the pruning. Jesus is the vine, 

and we are connected into him by faith, by trusting Him.  

 

One of the things you have to understand about orchards, vineyards and fruit 

farming of all kinds, is that you want to encourage the fruit, not the leaves or 

the barren branches. So pruning is an important art to learn, appropriate to 

the fruit tree, or vine, or plant on which you are trying to maximize fruit 

production. Cutting too much off can kill the plant, but leaving too much on, 

can effectively cancel the fruit for the season. You have to know the right 

places to cut. The Father knows those places. The question in our lives is, do 

we know what needs to be removed from our lives for the sake of the 

Gospel, for the sake of the ministry God gives every one of us, his 

followers? What is God wanting to remove from your life? And if you know 

what it is, do you know that He wants to remove it for your good? You will 

produce more fruit as a believer if He does remove it. Think, for example, 

about the barren branches of the flesh, the sinful nature from Galatians 5:19: 

sexual immorality, impurity, lustful pleasures, idolatry, sorcery, hostility, 

quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish ambition, discension, 

division, envy, drunkenness, wild parties and other sins like these contrasted 

with the fruit of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22): love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control. He can bring 

these in greater measure. Do you want Him to do so? 

 

Jesus is answering the question about what we have to do to be better 

followers of His, better Christians, better believers, better Ministers and 

Ambassadors of His. First, be willing to be pruned of those parts of your life 

that are coming against God’s best for you. (John 15:2) Second, realize you 

can’t produce the fruit on your own, or by your power. (15:4) Third, 

determine to understand what it means to “remain” or “abide” in Jesus. 

(15:4-7) 

 

Just like the nourishment flows through the vine to the branches to produce 

grapes, so the life giving love and power of Jesus flows into us, to produce 

the fruit of the Holy Spirit. How do you let that nourishment, that life giving 

force flow into you from Jesus? By wasting time in His direction. 

Sometimes we think it is a waste of time to read Scripture, giving our minds 

and our hearts a chance to have “His words remain or abide in you.” (v. 7) 
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But if we take a moment to reflect on it, we know it is not a waste of time. It 

is critical. If we do not let His Word nourish us, our own will, or the culture, 

or some other source will become what nourishes us, which essentially cuts 

our branch off from the vine. Eventually if we practice the presence of 

everything and everyone but God, our branch can tear away, off the vine, 

and like a branch that breaks off a tree or vine, is destined for the fire or the 

garbage heap. We must practice receiving the life giving nourishment of His 

Word, the Holy Scriptures, and listen in prayer, talk in prayer, and also 

practice silence, so that we can listen. 

 

As we do so, we can bear much fruit. Apart from Jesus, you can do nothing. 

There’s that word again. Here it does not mean that you are paralyzed if you 

are not meeting with Jesus, consciously, intentionally. You know you can 

have a life full of activity without Jesus. It means you won’t have a life that 

brings positive eternal consequences. 

 

At funerals, we often hear what the family thinks is the most important thing 

about someone: He was a great golfer. She was excellent in bridge playing. 

He loved his cars and motorcycles. She loved movies and plays. Now don’t 

get me wrong, if you golf, play cards, love modes of transportation, or 

various expressions of art, I’m not here to condemn you today. I’m here to 

ask you what you would like to hear about you in the end: your generosity, 

your kindness, your compassion, your care for the down and out, your 

creativity for reaching out to others, your love for Jesus’ mission…I don’t 

know. What are the nothing, ephemeral, worldly things, you don’t want to 

be characterized by in the end? Start building toward what you want to be 

today. 

 

Jesus knows, that we are created to bear fruit, just as the branches on the 

grape vines are created to bear beautiful, sweet grapes. That sweetness 

shows your discipleship. It’s not just your ability to express the Gospel in 

words, but also your character, who you are. Jesus wants to shine through 

you as the Light of the World. Sometimes this happens as we realize we 

don’t have the resources. We may feel like we have nothing to offer Him. 

Offer that nothing to Him. Offer your pain, your confusion, your 

discouragement, and your wondering about this season and every human 

season. 
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The beauty of the vine is that he will take care of you, even beyond your 

ability to take care of yourself or giving yourself to Him. Nevertheless, 

choose today to allow nothing to be the place you give everything to Him. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

 
 


